FRICK,KING   OF   COKE
Carnegie, of two-thirds of the entire Connelkville coke
region* Indeed, Connellsville coke was gradually; becom-
ing known as "Frick" coke. Frick, given a free hand,
met labor with an iron fist. Not for him those pretty
texts with which Carnegie garnished His occasional
magazine essays and public addresses. "When his men
struck again in the winter of 1889-90, Frick brought
in Hungarians and Slavs and refused all compromise
with his old employees. The events of this strike gave him
an unenviable reputation as a crusher of labor:
For three months [writes Bridge] the whole reg-
ion was given over to rioting, arson and murder.
Armed mobs attacked the mines and coking plants,
killing and maiming the workers, destroying the
machinery, and defying the county officials who
sought to bring order out of the industrial chaos*
Gangs of men marched through the night terroriz-
ing the peaceful members of the community; and
when deputy sheriffs attempted to arrest them,
the strikers assumed military formations and shot
their pursuers at sight. One such body marched
across a large extent of the country, occasionally
brought to bay, when battle was given and taken
with all the tactics of irregular warfare. In this
guerilla-like march and pursuit eight of the strikers
were killed and many more were seriously wounded.
As the Carnegies had a fair supply of coke on hand
at the outbreak of hostilities, and as the prices of
steel and rails were low, the war was fought to the
bitter end. Eventually the rioters were caught or
driven out of the region, and others willing to ac-
cept the wages they refused received adequate pro-
tection.
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